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The War is over, but looks haven’t 
changed much since the war 

began. 

Fabric rations have eased off, and 
Dior’s New Look is all the rage, 

but who can afford it? 

In the sewing factories, it’s still, 
what can we make out of a yard? 

Wives still boil their husbands 
rayon shirts to get them white. 



 

Palette & Texture

Pre war men’s wool suits, restyled for women. 
Plaids, tweeds, crepes, pin & chalk stripes, gabardine & 

other twills.  
New suits are made from rayons: crepe, gabardine, other 

twills, inculding  bengaline. 

White rayon shirts and blouses. Rayon prints for dresses 
& blouses faded quickly. 

Corduroy and rayon velvets. 

Hand knits/all derniers



Knee length skirts with blouses dominate every day looks.

Women’s Wear



Women accessorize with: 
Hats to help beautify their crowning glory in a time when washing one’s hair was not 
an everyday event, and not everyone could afford to go to a hair salon every week.  

Gloves make attractive hard working hands. 
Earrings & brooches in floral motifs are very popular, necklaces in floral motifs or fake 

pearls for an evening out. 
Skinny belts to define the waist. 



 

 

Casual and Sporty Looks

Many women had gone to work in factories during the war, 
and trousers have solidly implanted themselves. 



SomeSSS 

Edith Farnsworth

Work looks


Taken from December1946 
Life 


Magazine


(article on women in medicine)



 

 

Edith laying down in Farnsworth House shows a soft double knit skirt and hacking jacket of the 
era. It appears to be a suit, softer than the tweed of my sketch. The blouse appears to have a bow 

tie neck. 



Edith Dressed to the Nines 

Ideas on what “The Nines” might mean to Edith 

The little black dresses of the day 
Taken from December, 1946 Life magazine & 1 from 1947 Vogue archives



Men’s Wear



Pant waists were cut high. The belt was relitively new, replacing 
suspenders, which were still often worn.  

The high waist line is a definite tell and important feel of the period.



Pant hems were cuffed. 

The man on the left in the front row has paired pants (chalk stripe) and jacket 
(tweed), I’m sure out of neccessity. The elderly gent (center) wears a suit from 

the late 30’s.



Mies Van Der Rohe

Although the lapels 
changed, his style 

remained 
conservative.  

His suit’s breakpoint 
in the 40’s indicates a 
single breasted cut, 
with a two button 

depth. It could be a 
low three button.



Mmm 

Although Mies is scripted cutting off threads and blacking in a 
faded worn area, he does maintain his conservvative style’s 
panache; tie, pocket hanky and a bit of shirt cuff showing.
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